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A brief history of the development of
the Chinese School Association in the United State
and its annual conventions (1994 - 2010)

The Chinese School Association in the United State (CSAUS) was originated by the first five Chinese schools
across the United States that taught Chinese Pinyin and simplified Chinese, it was founded in Washington D.C.
on May 10, 1994. On November 24, 1994, the representatives of sixteen Chinese schools from fourteen states
in the U.S. voted and approved the bylaw of the association, and elected the first board of directors. On
Decemberl6, 1994, the association registered in Washington, D.C. and shortly after got approval as an official
non-profit501 (3) (C) organization. The bylaw of the Association determined the non-profit nature of the
organization from the very beginning, specified the methods and processes of the election and the management,
and set the term limit of chairman and directors. The main principles of the bylaw are still effective. Since then
the bylaw has gone through some changes and constant improvements, it becomes the cornerstone of the
sustainable development of the Association.

The first Board of Directors (1994.11 to 1995.10)

In May1994 the Chinese School Association in the United State was founded in Washington, D.C. In November
1994 the first board of directors was elected in Ann Arbor, Michigan.

Chair: Ni, Tao  Vice chair: Hong, Zhaohui

Director: Chen, Xin He, Zhenyu Qian, Yongwei

The first annual convention and the second Board of Directors (1995.10 to 1997.11)

The first national convention was held in Columbus, Ohio in October 1995. The representatives from Culture
and Education Division of the Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of China and Department of
Education of China made a special trip to the convention, it was the first time they paid close attention to
Chinese education in the U.S. More than 100 representatives from the Chinese schools across the United
States attended the convention. Mr. Wang Jianjun was the chairman of the convention’s Organizing Committee.
The convention established "annual meeting" format and elected the second board of directors.

Chair: Wang, Jianjun  Vice chair: Qian, Yongwei

Director: He, Zhenyu Li, Yunchen Qiu, Ling Tao, Kai Xiao, Shuigen

The second annual convention and the third Board of Directors (1997.11 to 1999.12)

The second national convention was held in Houston, Texas in November 1997. Liu Zepeng, the deputy director
of the Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of China led a delegation to attend the meeting for
the first time; the representatives from People's Education Press, Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of Shanghai
and many other Chinese friends attended the convention. Many eminent American officials and educators also
joined the convention, including President George W. Bush (Texas Governor at the time). More than 150
representatives from the Chinese schools across the United States attended the convention. Li Yunchen was
the chairman of the convention’s Organizing Committee. The convention further improved the "annual meeting"
format and elected the third board of directors.

Chair: Li, Yunchen Vice chair: Shen, Xiaoping

Director: Tao, Kai Chen, Jian Huang, Heping Jiang, Yahong, Wu, Xiaoying Yang, Balin Zheng, Lianggen

The third annual convention and the fourth Board of Directors (1999.12 to 2002.12)

The third national convention was held in Washington, D.C. in December 1999. More than 200 representatives
from the Chinese schools across the United States and invited VIPs attended the convention. Liu Zepeng, the
deputy director of the Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of China led a delegation to attend the
convention for the second time. Officials from the Office for Teaching Chinese to Foreigners, People's Education
Press, Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of Zhejiang and Jiangsu Province, as well as representatives of the
National Foreign Language Center of the U.S. and University of Maryland attended the convention. The
convention got attention of the educators as well as the Chinese and U.S. government officials and media. The
convention focused on four themes including the management of the Association, the management of Chinese
schools and teaching. Jiang Yahong was the chair of the convention’s Organizing Committee. The convention
elected the fourth board of directors

Chair: Zheng, Lianggen Vice chair: Jiang, Yahong



Director: Chen, Jian Yang, Balin He, Jian Ma, Jingsheng, Li, Zhengling Lu, Shuming Chen, Mingjie
Zhang, Jie Zhou, Aiping

The fourth annual convention and the fifth Board of Directors (2002.12 to 2004.12)

The fourth national convention was held at the Airport Sheraton Hotel in Chicago from Dec. 6 to Dec. 8, 2002.
About 250 representatives from the Chinese schools across the U.S. and specially invited VIPs attended the
convention. Liu Zepeng, the deputy director of the Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of China
led a delegation to attend the convention again. The officials from the Office for Teaching Chinese to Foreigners,
Shanghai Oversea Chinese Affairs Office, Jinan University, and Beijing Wenhua College also attended. Mo Sam
(Tiancheng), Deputy Secretary of the Department of Labor, Martin, Deputy Secretary of the Department of
Education, Ms. Zhang Manjun delivered keynote speeches. The convention focused on how Chinese education
finds its way into the mainstream society. The participants enthusiastically discussed various aspects of
Chinese education in North America and a wide range of topics on the Association's building and Chinese
school management, they felt the great benefit and rewarding experience of the convention. The convention
elected the fifth board of directors.

Chair: He, Zhenyu Vice chair: Tao, Kai

Director: Zhou, Aiping Ma, Jingshen Wang, Chaobo Yao, Yuan, Han, Qingyuan Zhang, Shaoping Gao,
Xiaoyun

The fifth annual convention and the six Board of Directors (2004.12 to 2006.12)

The fifth national convention was held at the Sahara Hotel in Las Vegas from Dec. 27 to Dec. 28, 2004. More
than 200 representatives from the Chinese schools in the U.S. and invited VIPs from China and the U.S.
participated in this celebration of 10th anniversary of Chinese School Association in the United State. Ms Xu
Xinyi, the Asian American Special Assistant to the Secretary of the Department of Labor, Ms. Zhang Manjun on
behalf of the Secretary of the Department of Education Peggy, Liu Zepeng, the deputy director of the Oversea
Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of China, Lin Shuniang, the vice chair of the Federation of Returned
Oversea Chinese, Qiao Wei, the director of Beijing Oversea Chinese Affairs Office, Peng Keyu, the General
Consul of China Consulate General in San Francisco, Liu Hui, the director of Culture, Education and Publicity
Division of Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of China, and other leaders and guests from the
U.S. and China government and organizations attended the convention. The convention reviewed the 10 years
growth of the Association, summed up the development of Chinese education in North America and addressed
the prospect of the Chinese education in the mainstream society. Six themes were discussed for more in-depth
exchange of

experience in association and Chinese school management. The performance of the famous Chinese singers
Peng Liyuan and Yan Weiwen pushed the atmosphere of the convention to a climax. The convention elected
the sixth board of directors.

Chair: Ma, Jingsheng Vice chair: Han, Qingyuan

Director: Yao, Yuan Li, Gongfu Gu, Liging Wang, Xun

Liu, Yansheng Liang, Wenzhi Wu, Runlin

The sixth annual convention and the seventh Board of Directors (2006.12 to 2008.12).

The sixth national convention was held at the Hyatt Regency San Francisco Airport Hotel from Dec. 26 to Dec.
28, 2006. More than 200 representatives from Chinese schools attended the convention. "Opportunities and
Growth" is the theme of the convention. The discussions focused on "Chinese Fever" and "Chinese Culture
Fever" in North American, the "Opportunities" and "Challenge" of the Association, the experience and lessons of
the past 10 years, and the directions of the future of the association. Zhao Yang, the deputy director of the
Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of China, Peng Keyu, the General Consul of China
Consulate General in San Francisco, Rios, the Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Department of Education,
Chen Hong, the Deputy Governor of California, the mayor and the City Education Committee members of the
local city and other guests attended the convention.

President George W. Bush, Secretary of Labor Elaine Chao, California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger and
other governmental leaders sent congratulatory letters. The bylaw of the association was amended during the
convention. The convention elected the seventh board of directors.

Chair: Li, Gongfu Vice chair: Tang, Nianfa

Director: Liao, Bing Yi, Hui Liu, Yansheng Wei, Datong, Shi, Lihong Yan, Shanwen Yang, Balin Yu, Hui



The seventh annual convention and the eighth Board of Directors (2008.12 to 2010.12).

The seventh national convention was held at the Sheraton Hotel in Chicago from Dec. 12 to Dec. 14, 2008. This
is the first time "Chinese Education Symposium" became the title of the convention to clearly establish the
association as the authority in the Chinese education in the U.S. More than 200 representatives from Chinese
schools and invited guests attended the convention. The theme of the convention is "Consolidation and Steady
Growth". After years of rapid development, Chinese schools had reached an unprecedented scale; mainstream
society also had reached an unprecedented level of enthusiasm on Chinese language learning. It was the time
to consolidate, improve and deliver more results. During the convention participants exchanged their
observations, summed up the experience, developed a strategy to further promote the development of Chinese
education in the U.S. Zhao

Yang, the deputy director of the Oversea Chinese Affairs Office of the State Council of China, Huang Ping, the
General Consul of China Consulate General in Chicago, and Robert Zoellick of the Department of Education
attended the opening ceremony and made speeches. The convention elected the eighth board of directors.
Chair: Tang, Nianfa  Vice chair: Yan, Shanwen

Director: Yi, Hui Tao, Kai Zheng, Lianggen Lu, Minwei

Xie, Weihua Shuai, Zhiruo Yan, Ciging

The eighth annual convention and the ninth Board of Directors (2010.12 to 2012.12).

The eighth national convention and Chinese Education Symposium was held at the Dallas Fort Worth Airport
Sheraton Hotel from Dec. 3 to Dec. 5, 2010. The theme will be "Unity, Cooperation, and Moving Forward
Together." In the United States "Chinese Fever" is growing -- in addition to some universities setting up
"Confucius Institutes" around the country, some high schools and elementary schools have been or begin
teaching Chinese. More and more American students and adults are interested in and willing to learn Chinese.
In such an environment, the Association and its member schools need to further investigate how to play a more
significant role in teaching Chinese in the U.S. During this convention we will collect ideas, exchange thoughts
and further discuss the directions of the Associations and its member schools.

The convention elected the ninth board of directors:

Chair: Kay Liao  Vice chair: Zhiruo Shuai

Director: Lianggen Zheng, Kai Tao, Bonnie Ren, Lin Xu, Tao Zhang, Tina Tian, Janet Wang

The Ninth annual convention and the Tenth Board of Directors (2012.12 to 2014.12).
The Ninth national convention and Chinese Education Symposium will be held at the Mellenum Hotel in
Cincinnati, OH from Dec. 7 to Dec. 9, 2010.



