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1. Raising the issue

Dear All,

I’m the principal of Cincinnati Contemporary
Chinese School. We're currently using the
"Zhong Wen" edited by JiNan University as our
standard text books.

As you know there are 12 volumes in "Zhong
Wen".We analyzed the content of each volume
and found that the contents of the first 8 vol-
umes are much shorter than that of last 4 vol-
umes. Based on the this finding, we have decid-
ed to teach 1 lesson per week for those students
who use first 8 volumes and spend two weeks to
teach 1 lesson for those students who use the
last 4 volumes.

The issue is attached to the first 8 volumes. After
we implemented the "1 lesson per week" prac-
tice for a period of time we've now heard two
voices from student parents. The first voice (the
stronger one) is to ask for a slower pace of
teaching for the first 8 volumes, i.e., to extend
the time from one week to two weeks to teach
1 lesson; the second voice is to keep the pace
of "1 lesson per week". Each voice has its solid
points (I'm not going to list them out for the sake
of space).Although the first voice is stronger, the
second voice is not minor either (kind of 2:1
ratio).

Here is my question: Do you have similar issues?
If you do, what's your solution? 

Any answer/suggestion/advice will be highly
appreciated.

Tons of thanks in advance,

Charlie Zhang 

Cincinnati Contemporary Chinese School 

2. Discussions
1) Huang Bidan

-----Original Message-----
From: bidan.huang@abbott.com

[mailto:bidan.huang@abbott.com] 
Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2004 2:42 PM
To: Charlie Zhang
Cc: csaus@yahoogroups.com; Norman Ho
Subject: Re: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

We had exactly your problem about the pace
of the teaching schedule and exact parent
concerns. Since majority of our parents voiced
to slow down the pace, we decided to use 2
week-per-lesson schedule and so far so good. It
does cause the problem that we are not able
to finish one volume in one year, but usually 2-3
lessons left to finish in the next year, and parents
do not seems to mind.

Thanks,
Bidan Huang, Ph.D.
Clinical Statistics - R436, LFCP1
Abbott Laboratories
Phone: 847-582-5678 
Fax: 847-582-2403
e-mail: bidan.huang@abbott.com 

2) Stanley Chien
-----Original Message-----
From: Chien,Yung-Ping (Stanley)

[mailto:schien@iupui.edu]
Sent: Wednesday, October 20, 2004 4:32 PM
To: bidan.huang@abbott.com; Charlie

Discussions on the issue of teaching pace in
Chinese language teaching 

in the United States
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Zhang
Cc: csaus@yahoogroups.com; Norman Ho

Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

The fact is that patents want children to go to
Chinese school but most students do not like to
go to Chinese school. If there is a lot study pres-
sure in Chinese school, it is more difficult for par-
ents to keep children stay in Chinese school.
Therefore, our school adopts 2-week-per-lesson
approach. Our reasoning is that if we can keep
children in Chinese school with more fan and less
study requirement, they will learn something
slowly. Once they quit, they will totally forget
Chinese characters. The other point is that the
speed is not important, how much the students
remember is important. My son has been in
Chinese school for 4 years, he does not remem-
ber many characters even though he is learning
level 5 textbook. I am hoping that he will be more
willing to study Chinese when he gets older and
at that time he can pick up the Chinese charac-
ters that seem familiar.

Stanley Chien, Ph.D.
IUPUI
Chinese School at IUPUI
Indianapolis, IN
317-293-2016

3) Tang
From: Tang, Suting, CSFF2

[mailto:suting@att.com] 
Sent: Thursday, October 21, 2004 10:04 AM
To: Chien,Yung-Ping (Stanley);

bidan.huang@abbott.com; Charlie Zhang
Cc: csaus@yahoogroups.com; Norman Ho
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

Dear colleagues,

The problem is these students in many people's
concern wouldn't like to learn Chinese no matter
if it's faster or slower. Look at most Chinese

schools operated by people from Taiwan, they
usually have very slow pace and have more fun
in classroom. What are the results after 6 years?
How many % of students have really remem-
bered more than 500+ Chinese characters, or
could speak a little in Chinese? 

For student who would like to learn, one lesson
per week would be just find if they could spend
20-30 min everyday for homeworks. I agree that
the textbook is not too good for our students. I
think we could define some guidelines to suit our
own situation when we use it. For example, there
are 10 new characters in the lesson, we could
require students to master 5 of most used one,
and for other 5, read and understand would be
fine. We could also drop some impractical
lessons for optional reading, and add some fun
games after each unit (3 to 4 lessons).

However, if you reduce the speed by 50%, there
could be lots of problems. First, the volumes were
designed for certain ages of students. Teenagers
would not like to read something that little kids
should be reading. It would make them hate
Chinese even more. Also, language should be
easier to learn while you are young. Why don't
we teach them more at their best ages. We
would not like to keep them for longer years
especially they will be very busy after they going
to high schools.

Thanks,
Suting Xin from Hua Xia Chinese School of 
NJ, NY, PA

4) 
To: “Tang, Suting”
From: “Zhu Louise” <lzhu@girlscouts.org>
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching
pace

Hi, dear all,

I had involved in Chinese school teaching for
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more than 10 years and used to face the same
problems because kids lost interests in learning
Chinese. Later I got training from Girl Scouts. I
found that the ways of mainstream youth organi-
zations such as GS training their staff and volun-
teers could be good reference for our Chinese
schools. I had used those methods in my Chinese
and culture classes, which increased students'
interests in learning Chinese. My students
enjoyed the classes and did not even want to
miss a single one. My own daughter also got
benefits from this kind of learning with fun con-
cepts. Although she never got highest scores at
Chinese school, she kept her interest in learning
Chinese and was willing to attend the class until
no higher level for her then she helped as a TA for
a while. Now as a college freshmen, she is taking
Chinese class at a pretty high level.

Since my GS volunteer experience, I have
become a local GS council staff, and now I am
working for Girl Scouts of the USA headquarters
in NYC. A few months ago, I was invited by a
Chinese School in MA to provide a workshop for
teachers from several Chinese schools. My work-
shop topic is "Use the Training Methods of
Mainstream Youth Organizations as Reference, to
Increase the Interests in Teaching Chinese
Language". The response from the audience was
very positive. The teachers learnt new skills to
keep the class active and fun. I am willing to
share my knowledge with you all at this year's
CSAUS convention in December.

In facts, the goals of Chinese schools and main-
stream youth organizations have a lot in com-
mon -- all are outside or after school programs, a
variety of classes and activities, promote culture
diversity, serve children and their parents, need
adults as volunteers Both sides could learn from
each other. Jewish and Latino communities have
received huge benefits by collaborating with
mainstream organizations. Asian communities
should take the advantages as well.

Another big issue in teaching Chinese is the text

books as your discussion. I would like to share
some ideas in the future.

Louise Weiyi Zhu
Former teacher and principal of Newton
Chinese School in MA
Now as Outreach Consultant of Girl Scouts 
of the USA

5) Charlie Zhang
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: “Charlie Zhang”

<czhang39@yahoo.com>
Date: 20 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching
pace

Why not two lessons per three week. The first two
weeks would be new lessons and the third week
would be reviewing with some additional mate-
rials for student have more fun.

6) Guo Xiaowen from California
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: “XW Guo”
<xw_guo@yahoo.com>
Date: 20 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching
pace

Dear All,

NewStar Chinese School of Davis, California was
established fours years ago and has also faced
the issue of pace for the lessons. We typically
have 32 2-hour sessions per school year. Now we
are teaching two volumes per school year for the
first 8 volumes for grades 1 to 4; one volume per
school year for the last 4 volumes. Eventually, we
probably will offer the first 6 volumes for grades 1-
3, then one volume per year for the last 6 vol-
umes. Plus Kindergarten, the students will be in
Chinese School for ten years and graduate
when they are in 9th or 10th grade. Additional
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A Great Wall Chinese School Student

Twelve years ago, I came to the United States speaking Chinese.

Six years later, my parents sent me to Chinese School speaking

English. The gap between these years had a disastrous effect on

me-as a first generation Chinese immigrant surrounded by an

English world, I had lost total exposure to Chinese except with-

in my family. Thus, I had let my language skills in Chinese dete-

riorate. Fortunately, before all could be lost, my parents decid-

ed to send me to Chinese School, whereupon I was left to sal-

vage what I could from the remnants of my Chinese skills.

At that time, as a sixth grader, I had protested furiously against

my parents' decision. I had just started middle school, where I

had discovered that both schoolwork and extracurricular activi-

ties had increased manifold and that there was definitely con-

siderable less time in the day to complete all my tasks. Because

of this, I thought that Chinese School was a total waste of my

time, but my parents remained firm in their decision. "Chinese

is important," they said, "Just try your best." So grudgingly I

began to attend Chinese School weekly, where people spoke a

language that was unfortunately becoming foreign to me.

As I progressed through Chinese School, I began to discover

again the beauty of the language and the importance of attain-

ing fluency in it. Furthermore, through my study of Chinese, I

learned about different aspects of Chinese culture that I would-

n't have known otherwise. And ofcourse, I met very interesting

people in my classes whom I wouldn't have met in regular

school. Subsequently, it was a huge surprise to me when I actu-

ally discovered that Chinese school was an enjoyable experi-

ence.

Chinese school has not only taught me Chinese. Through

Chinese school, I learned about discipline, organization, and

responsibility. The added work of Chinese school to my other

activities required that I become more focused at home-just so I

will be able to complete all my work in time. This responsibili-

ty and time management that I learned through Chinese school

of course has applications to everything I do-from studying for

tests to organizing a club meeting to learning vocabulary words

for the SATs. Partially because of the study skills I learned from

having to manage my time wisely because of the extra work

from Chinese school, I have high grades and SAT scores.

Currently, I am a senior in high school, in the process of apply-

ing to many extremely selective colleges. I have been told

numerous times from admission officers and college counselors

I have met that knowing a language such as Chinese is an

invaluable skill. In the world of college admissions, many of the

applicants to distinguished schools such as Ivy League schools

will mostly have the same credentials-high grades, high SATs,

good leadership skills, etc. Therefore, the applicants with dis-

tinguishing characteristics will be the ones admitted. It is obvi-

ous that not everybody knows Chinese. Therefore, knowledge

of Chinese can set an applicant apart from another, and can

immeasurably benefit the Chinese-speaking applicant in the

long run in terms of admission to college.

In addition, many elite college and universities offer special

International Studies or study abroad programs where knowl-

edge of Chinese is necessary. Proficiency in Chinese is an

admissions requirement at programs such as The Huntsman

Program of International Studies and Business at the University

of Pennsylvania/The Wharton School. Knowledge of Chinese

plays a huge benefit when seeking admissions to highly selec-

tive schools such as the Sloan School at MIT, The Woodrow

Wilson School of Public Policy and International Affairs at

Princeton University, Georgetown University, George

Washington University, and others. Later, knowledge of

Chinese will make a person a more favorable applicant for com-

panies seeking to hire employees with diversified skills.

Knowing all this, I am so glad that my parents decided to force

me to go to Chinese school seven years ago. If there is one thing

I regret about my Chinese school experience, it is that I did not

start going sooner. There is no doubt that Chinese school has

had a hugely positive impact on me, both as a student and as a

person. 

(

class can be offer then in preparation for SAT II-
Chinese Test.

When considering pace changes, the school
needs to consider (1) grade to grade transition
from year to year; (2) Average academic levels
of students; (3) Experience of teachers (4)
Availabilities of supplementary materials to
teachers 

For larger school, the school can consider offer-
ing two tracks, one with single volume per school
year and one with 2 volumes per school year. This
will also serve the student body better-students
with good Chinese background can take the 2
volume class while the one prefer to take the
slower pace can do so and keep more of what
they learn even though they do not get to learn
as much.

For 2 volume per school year, since the time is
short, we removed one or two lessons from each
volume in the last year and it worked well for our
students.

For the primary grades (grades 1-3), if only one
volume is taught per school year, it requires that
the teachers provide a lot of supplementary
material. Our teachers liked that they had more
material to teach and they did not have to add
a lot of extra supplementary material.

For continuity from grade to grade, partial vol-
ume completion doesn't work.
These are just my two cents.

Best regards,
Xiaowen Guo 
NewStar Chinese School

7) Bonnie Ren from Pennsylvania
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: “Bonnie Ren”

<bonnie_ren@yahoo.com>
Date: 20 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching
pace

We have decided using 2 week-per-lesson

teaching paces for several years. For us, it takes
one grade per volumn. Although some students
cannot "graduate" from the Chinese school
before they enroll in to the college, it give the stu-
dents more time to absorb what they've learned
from the class. It also gives the teachers more
time to add more related topics. The textbook
content is not very good for students who pre-
pare to take the SAT II Chinese test. The teachers
have to add some reference materials to help
the students.

Bonnie Ren
Principal
Great Wall Chinese School in PA

8) from Bonnie Liao
> Bonnie Liao 
> YingHua Language School 
> www.yinghua.org

I agree that "slowing down" would not solve any
fundamental problems that many Chinese
schools are facing. Children can read sophisti-
cated English materials by fourth grade.However
in Chinese schools they can hardly read any-
thing without the help of pin-yin - even for those
who speak Mandarin at home. No wonder they
would be discouraged and lose interest.We think
the solution should go the other way - at least for
Mandarin-speaking children. We teach over
1300 characters during the first four years while
their school work is not too much and are willing
to follow instructions. The students love it. It's NOT
because they love learning Chinese; it's because
they feel they are not wasting time and they can
"actually learn something" (as one of the stu-
dents told me). They can read stories without the
help of pin-yin. The character-recognition reten-
tion rate is very high thanks to the build-in read-
ing materials, flashcards, and CD-ROM home-
work. They do not HATE learning Chinese any
more. My children who have been following this
methodology for over three years, can read

REGRET ABOUT MY CHINESE SCHOOL EXPERIENCE: 
I DID NOT START GOING SOONER
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shui3 hu3 zhuan4 stories (adapted for children) -
simple chapter books. Looking at the curricula of
some regular schools' Chinese courses, I was
amazed by the pace the teachers dared to set.
I believe in this achievement-driven society, our
children would NOT be fooled into believing they
were doing great in Chinese schools while they
knew they could hardly read or remember any-
thing. Many students told me that in their former
Chinese schools, they always got 100 at the
exams and got all kinds of honors from high
achievements. However those honors were
meaningless to them, except for causing tempo-
rary excitement. Ultimately they went to schools
only for the purpose of meeting friends and to
take those "culture classes." In that regard, even
Chinese schools ran by people from Taiwan have
the same problems. Of course, textbooks alone
cannot solve any problems. No matter what
methodology to follow, the students' language
education would only benefit if the school puts
language education as its #1 priority. Obviously if
a school puts "promoting Chinese culture" first,
the students would benefit from "promoting
Chinese culture." Most of Chinese schools' princi-
pals have fulltime jobs. I am glad that our Board
supports me to focus all my effort on language
education. It's just my two cents. Look forward to
meet everybody in LV! Regards, Bonnie Liao
YingHua Language School www.yinghua.org

Regards,
Bonnie Liao 
YingHua Language School 
www.yinghua.org 

9) Han Qingyuan
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: qhan@comcast.net
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

I totally agree with Principal Bonnie Liao and oth-
ers that to let the kids focus on learning more

HanZi in the first 3-4 years is very important and
critical. Once they managed "enough" Hanzi,
they will be loving to read and learn new mate-
rials. Another key is to make the learning "full of
fun" and just like "playing". How many of us
attended some kind of company sponsored 1/2
day training classes ? As adults we always like to
play and have fun in those classes, right ? 

Very glad to see such good discussions here,
espectially right before the CSAUS convention.
Hope to see some comprehensive papers at the
conference. Maybe we should set up a BBS at
the CSAUS website so such discussions can con-
tinuusly go on there.

That's my 3 cents (with the inflation:) 

Thanks,
Han Qingyuan 

10)
To: csaus@yahoogroups.com
From: “li fu” <fuliliu@yahoo.com>
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

Dear all: 
What you are concerning is absolutely what we
have been trying to work on therefore would like
to share my experiences with you. Hope it will
help.
I noticed that younger kids do not hate Chinese
that much than "older" kids therefore are able to
learn Chinese in a fast pace. As for the "older"
kids, they hate to learn Chinese characters espe-
cially do Chinese homework but they do NOT
hate Chinese culture. Therefore we are now try-
ing to teach our kids Chinese culture such as
Chinese history, geograph, games, etc. I am
happy to see that the kids who dropped Chinese
school last semester are now comming back
and start having fun learning Chinese culture. I
am also happy to see that a group of Chinese
teenages (include one American boy) are learn-
ing Chinese Gong Fu Sword Dance now and is
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going to perform on their school stage in
December. (this is from their request. not forced
by anyone!) So I encourage them that if they
perform the dance very well, we will show them
Chinese Gong Fu Fan next year so they will be
proud of themselves much more!!!! 
Besides, I also found that kids do NOT hate all
Chinese movies. Well, they may not like the slow
paced ones but, they are interested in the
movies that is very Chinese style. For them, that is
a different thing from what they are experienc-
ing and what they have learned from local
school. For example, my daughter, who is 14
years old now, has been watching Chinese his-
tory movie/TV series with me for a few years. She
learned a lot from the movie!!! We have a few
other kids from age 6 to 16 learn Chinese via the
same path and they are all very good at
Chinese, both verbal and reading. They also ask
a lot of questions as why things went like this not
that, why the person did it this way not that way
etc.... they are good thinker! And..there are a lot
of fun discussing with them about Chinese cul-
ture. BTW - one kid asked me who invented
Chinese checker last year when I showed them
about Chinese Checker (Zhong Guo Xiang Qi)
and I havn't got an answer for him yet. Any one
knows the answer, please share with me. Thanks
a lot! 
Therefore, I think that the most important on
teaching Chinese is to increase kids interest in
Chinse and then to help them when they have
the incentive to learn.

Li Fu 
Buffalo Chinese School

11)
To: csaus@yahoogroup.com
From: qiaocui@yahoo.com
Date: 21 Oct 2004
Subject: RE: [csaus] Issue of teaching pace

Nationwide Teacher's Training Program for CSAUS


